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Documentary Festival

Koguchi Utako Films
Tsuchiya Yutaka Films
Kato Itaru Films

New Japanese Films Screening

New Japanese Films Screening

The “Kokumin Bunkasai Yamagata 2003 Documentary Festival” features seven Yamagata workshop
productions, as well as works by course tutors and young Japanese filmmakers. Admission is free.
Some documentaries do not have English subtitles, but printed material in English will be available.

IMonto: 11th-16th 11am-2pm
OKomian Club: 11th-16th 10pm-2am
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New Asian Currents
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= Venues: Muse 1, Muse 2, Yamagata Central Public Hall 4F
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New Asian Currents introduces up-and-coming documentarists from around Asia.

Emerging filmmakers present 30 youthful and diverse works, which reflect the realities of
our age in the year 2003.

oood
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Kim Dong-worn souTH KOREA
Kawase Naomi (JapAN)

O O 0 The Maze of Lanes

000 INDIA 7 2002 / Video / 6 mino 000 0 0 0000000000 Dir: Kalpana Subramanian

Ooo0000OoOO00b00000000O000O0000O0O00000O0000000O00000
oooooooooo

Vivid colors and a lively rhythm enchant the senses, as we navigate Baranas’ maze-like
alleys

1500 O [J 150 Seconds Ago

000 INDIA/ 2002 / Video/ 112 mino 000 0000 00000000 O Dir: Batul Mukhtiar

00000020010 00000000001000000000000000000000O0
go0ooOoo00ob00000000O0O0o00o00
A document of one year in the ancient city Bhuj, as it recovers from the massive

earthquake of January 2001. People attempt to comprehend the absurdity of their
disaster experiences, come to terms with them, and move on.

00000000 0ddAshortJourney
00 THAILAND / 2003 / video / 5 minoo oo J 0000000 000000 Dir: Tanon Sattarujawong

0o0000/000000000000000000000000

7-year-old Keng lives with his family on the streets. A brilliant short work that reflects a
bleak unembellished reality with minimal imagery.

00000000 Nee Engeyl 1 Where Are You

000 INDIA / 2003 / Video / 153 mino 000 ROMIO O 0 Dirt RV, Ramani
0000O0ooo0o000O000DOO0000000O0OO0DO00D0DOO0OOO0OODO
0Oo0o0oOooooooooooo

A walk through southern India to visit the people who once put on shadow plays across
this region. The songs of these veteran shadow theater performers are captured by a free
camera.

000 0Nail

00 TAIWAN / 2002 / 35mm / 45 mind 0000 0 OooooooooooaDirt Huang Ting-fu
0000000000000 0000mMO0000Mooo00oo0ooooooon
gmoooooooooooboo

A diverse crowd gathers at Long-Shan Temple. The complementary seediness and
serene silence of this space are captured with a uniquely experimental method.

3rdVol. 2020 000 0 [1 3rd Vol. 201 2 Light House

00 JAPAN/ 2002 / Video/ 52 minoo oo 0 O O Dir: Sanada Misao
goo0ooo0o0ooooO0ooOmMoooO000D@mOonoooooooomooooonon
oooooooooo

In Nepal, the filmmaker's camera finds serene spaces, tranquil countenances, and the
fragrance of peaceful air, to create a world overflowing with light.

0000000000 d 0 HerandHim Van Leo

0000 LEBANON / 2001 / Video/ 32 mino000 0 00000 000 Dir: Akram Zaatari
000mO0o0bO0000O00L0O0O0000000DO0DO00000DOD 000D mMOonon
goooooog

One day, the director finds a nude photograph of his grandmother. We visit the taker of
the photo, elderly Cairo photographer Van Leo, and learn of Egypt’s social transition.

0000000 0 The Rhythm in Wulu Village

00 TAWAN /2003 / 16mm / 74 mino 0000 0 Ooooooooooo g Dir: Wang Chung-shung
goboooooooooOo0bOooOoOOO0O0O0O0OO0O0OO0OOO0OO0OOOOO0O0OOO0O0O0O0
g0ooooooooOo0oooOoOooOo0oooooooo

Wulu Village is home to Taiwan’s indigenous Bunun people. How will this hamlet, once
an isolated mountainous enclave, change through its contact with the outside world?

000 [ Debris

000000 PALESTINE/ 2001 / Video / 18 mnoooo 0 000000 000000 O Dir: Abdel Salam Shehada
0000000000000 000M 0000000000000 DO00DO00000DOO
gooooooooooooooo

Israel’'s tanks and bulldozers destroy a well-loved and lived-in home. A Palestinian film of
spellbinding force that directly conveys feelings of powerlessness and anger.

00000 — 0000000 0 Hibakusha 1 Atthe End of the World

00 JAPAN /2003 / 16mm / 116 minoooo 0 O 00O Dir: Kamanaka Hitomi
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In Irag, America and Japan, ordinary people have fallen victim to internal radiation
poisoning. Are depleted uranium shells used in war and contamination of ground water
to blame?

000000 Noah's Ark

000 IRAN/ 2002/ 35mm /26 minooood O 0000 0000 Dir: Soudabeh Babagap
0000000000000 0000000DO0O000D3001l000000ooOoooo
ooooooogogooog

The number of ships sunk during the Iran-Iraq war is equivalent to a third of all those that
went down during World War Il. A contemplation of the fate of these discarded wrecks.

0 O 000 And Thereafter

000 0 Ordo

J 00000000 The Ballad of Life

0000 KYRGYZSTAN /2002 / Video / 12 min

I 000 IRAN/ 2002 / Video / 14 minoooo 0 0 000 000 000 0O O O Dir: Pana Barkhoda Rezael

no00000000000000CAI000 000 Dir: Temirbek Birnazarov, E. Jumabaev

goooooOO000D0O0OO0O0O0000O00O000O00000DOO000OOO0DODOOOOO0O0

A somehow comical short video, in which men indulge in the game of “Ordo” on a
square lightly dusted with snow, vying to win a chicken.

000 0O Sand and Water

0O0O00O000 BANGLADESH /2002 / Video/ 109 min

noo0000000000000 Dir: Shaheen Dill-Riaz
0000000D000MO00000000000000000000000000000
oooo

The shoals of the Jamuna River. submerged in monsoon season, and desert-like in
winter. The resilient people who coexist with this extreme natural environment radiate
vitality.

O000O0o0oodd000NEW (IMPROVED) DELHIO Director’s Cut

00o0o0000000O00000000000000O0O000O0O000000mMO0O000
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Cotton fields hum with activity, from early morning fog to sunset. A longing for their
homeland of Afghanistan and memories of bombing are etched into the minds of the
children.

J O OO0 O ANight of Prophecy

IDDD INDIA / 2002 / Video / 77 minn 000 0 0 00000 O Dir: Amar Kanwar
0000000000000 00000000000000M 0000000000000
ooooooo..o

A journey with India’s torment, carried by poetry and song. Prostitutes in Mumbai, a
choir that sings hymns in war-torn Nagaland, and the darkness of night in Kashmir...

[8] | C 00D OO0 TheOld Man of Hara

I 000 IRAN/ 2001 / video/ 30 mnoono 0 0 0000000000000 OO Dir: Mahvash Sheyikholeslami

000 INDIA/ 2003 / Video / 6 minoo oo D00 000000 00O Dir: Vani Subramanian

gooooO0ooOobooboboOooOoO0COOOOObOObOooO
A tongue-in-cheek look at recent urban development policy in India’s capital, New Delhi.

3500 O O O Three-Five People
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An elderly man silently and solitarily engrosses himself in fishing with a net. His tanned
skin and sharp gaze speak volumes
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00000 CHINA, USA/ 2001 / Video / 85 mino 000 0 OoooooooDir: LiLin

I 00 SOUTH KOREA / 2002 / Video / 85 mino 0 00 00000 Dir: Lee Mi-young
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Children on the streets of Chengdu, addicted to heroin. The director works tirelessly to
try and save them, but his life comes under further threat from the police and organized
crime.

0000000 Homesick

0000001980000 0000000000000 0DODO0OO0O0S00000000
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In 1980 in a South Korea under military rule, an uprising by mine workers was crushed by
armed police. The director attempts to restore honor to the names of these
revolutionaries

J 0OoOooo O Edit

00 HONG KONG / 2003 / Video / 24 minoo 00 O DoonoooooooDir: Lam Chi-hang

00 SOUTH KOREA / 2003 / Video / 55 minn 000000 OO Dir: Lee Hosup

go0oO0oo0oooOooOoooooooOoOoOoOoOOCOOOCOcOO0OOCcOoOoOoOoOOoooOooo
goOoooooooo

A Korean woman moved to America after marrying an American soldier during the
Korean War. While tending to her crop of chili peppers, she recounts the history of
struggle with her family.

IIZI 000000000GinaKim’sVideo Diary

IDDD]DDD SOUTH KOREA, USA / 2002 / Video / 152 mino0o0 00 000 O Dir: Gina Kim
00000000000000000022000000000000000000O0DOODOOO
ooooooao

22-year-old Gina journeyed to America to escape her mother. She turns the camera on
herself as she battles with bulimia and reclusion.

| O O O 0 Hard Good Life

I 00 TAIWAN / 2003 / Video / 43 minn 000 0 0 OooooooooooDir: Hsu Hui-ju

000o0o00000oo00ooO00oo000oo000oo0o000o0o000oooo0onmaao
oooboOoOoooooooon

Filming ordinary and insignificant things, a daughter records the daily life of her father,

who lives alone after his wife's death. Affection resonates through their wordless
interaction.

lD 00000000000 0 Family Project: House of a Father

IDD SOUTH KOREA / 2002 / Video / 52 mind 0 ool] 000 0 OO0 Dir: Jo Yun-kyung
00000000000 @mMDbOO0O0000000000D00000000000mMOoOo0o00
oooOooooooooD

A father fixated on his masculinity. A mother who laments her life of self-sacrifice. Their
daughter, returning home from study in the U.S., examines today’'s enduringly
paternalistic family system.

J O O 00 O The Circle’s Corner

IDDD:DDD HONG KONG, USA / 2002 / Video / 31 mind 000 J O UoooooooooDir: Lam Kin-hung
gooooooOoOoOoOoO0oOoOoOoO0OoOObO0O0o0@OoOoOo@m@ooobboOooooo
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Hong Kong's cityscape, shot with a fixed camera: from trams, from street level, from
elevated positions, and experienced with the words of its visually and aurally impaired
residents.

J 0OO0D0O0OO0 O The Big Durian

IDDDDD MALAYSIA / 2003 / Video / 75 minoooo 0 0 0 000 O OO Dir: Amir Muhammad
1987000000000 0000000000D0000000000MO00D0nonoon
pooo@ooboooooo

In 1987, a Malay soldier went on a shooting spree in Chinatown. Men and women of all
ages tell their real (and sometimes fake) memories of the day, in this delightful
experimental work.

ID 0000 Wellspring
00 CHINA /2002 / Video / 49 mino 000 0 OooooooooDir: Sha Qing
000000000 0000000000O0000D0O000000O0000O0000DO0O0O0

A boy with cerebral paralysis falls ill. His family can only watch over him helplessly. This
work’s emotionally restrained images are deeply moving.

J © 000 O Perpetual Motion

IEDDD MONGOLIA / 2002 / Video / 55 mino 0000 000000 O Dir: Sakhya Byamba
goo0o0oo0oO00000O00O00OODOO0OO0DO0O0OO0O0O0OO0O0OOO0mMODODO
oooooooo

A temple in the suburbs of Ulaanbaatar, where young orphan girls live. What kind of
world is waiting beyond the railway that runs nearby?

SARSOD00O0000O0DDO00DODDO0NDDMOD00NDooooDoDmono
0ooo0obo0O0O0OO000o0oO0

A deserted Hong Kong, its streets emptied by the SARS panic. A lament for closed-off
housing complexes and confiscated street stalls. A short work overflowing with
innocence.

O000000Ooooooooooood Dandelion

00 JAPAN / 2003 / Video / 60 mind 000 0 0 DooomooooDir: Ren Shujian

0000000000000 00O00000000000000DO0O0O0O0O00O0O0O000000

The director, a student from China, enters the world of a family from a village in Fujian
Province who continue to bring their relatives to Japan despite their illegal status

gobooooogobood

New Docs Japan
=00000001

= Venue: Muse 1
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!DED]DDD SOUTH KOREA, USA / 2003 / Video / 108 mino 0000000000 Dir: Lee Chang-jae
8000000000000D0000000D000000MO00000000000000
oooooooooo

The director attempts to make a TV program on the 1980s labor activists, but is thwarted
by political pressure. An act of penitence made by the student movement generation.

000000000 OOOO ONew Asian Currents Special
»000000000004F

= Venue: Yamagata Central Public Hall 4F

000000000000000000000000O000MDbO00000000000000
000000000000 000000000000000000D00000DOODO000000
00000000000 000000000000mMO000000000

This symposium and screening event will examine the mechanisms behind
documentary screening, distribution, and education in South Korea and Indonesia. The
Korean government in recent years has been pursuing a progressive cinema policy,
while grass-roots workshops for digital video are flourishing throughout Indonesia.

A “primetime” lateshow at Muse 1 that plays to sellout crowds. This popular program features
a lineup of documentaries from some of Japan’s most talented filmmakers, including topical
works screened at international film festivals overseas. Letter from a Yellow Cherry Blossom is a
portrait of a friend with terminal cancer by Kawase Naomi, director of The Weald (YIDFF '97's
International Competition). Daughter from Yan'an, lkeya Kaoru's document of the reunion
between a former Red Army soldier and his long-lost child, who were separated in the Cultural
Revolution. Nakajima Takashi’'s humorous video essay Five Days, and Shirakawa Toshihiro’s
2002 Image Forum Festival Grand Prix winner Now, Where, To? Matsubara Akira and Sasaki
Yumi’s Be More Human - Kokuro's 15 Year Struggle tells the story of railway union members who
suffered from demotion and dismissal after the 1987 privatization of the national railways.
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Learning, Teaching, Filmmaking
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Venue : Yamagata Central Public Hall 4F

Screenings of works from Japan’s three major documentary film schools, and a
roundtable discussion presenting their differences. The Japan Academy of Moving
Images in Kawasaki is renowned for personal documentaries like Annyong-Kimchi
and Home, which have been theatrically released. Cinema Juku in Osaka is a
filmmaking initiative for the general public led by filmmaker Hara Kazuo (The
Emperor's Naked Army Marches On). In the Film School of Tokyo, students can
participate in film projects by filmmakers on the faculty including Sato Makoto and
Aoyama Shinji during their studies in creative documentary. This program will
present works reflecting the different approaches of each school in their
documentary curriculum, and features a roundtable talk with Hara Kazuo, Sato
Makoto (Living on the River Agano), Yasuoka Takaharu (Producer of A) and other
teachers. Also Yamagata City’s own Tohoku University of Art and Design’s works will
represent an alternative type of film emerging from a non-documentary curriculum.




