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Okinawa Panorama Nexus of Borders: Ryukyu Reflections
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m Venues: Solaris 2, Solaris 3, Yamagata Central Public Hall (4F,6F), Kura Obihachi
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Okinawa is a “cinematic” archipelago; numerous filmmakers have turned their intent
gaze toward it. "Ryukyu Reflections" exceeds the framework of documentaries, feature
films and television documentaries. Comprised of ten themes - from works that depict
the Battle of Okinawa and occupation by the U.S, to the upheaval before and after
Okinawa’s reversion to Japan, and rare pre-war films to the most up-to-date offerings -
it give a diffused reflection of the image of Okinawa. Guests include Takamine Go, a
director who has continued to address Okinawa’s cinematic history; critic Nishitani
Osamu, whose work regards images of Okinawa in the field
of modern thinking; Oshiro Misako, a singer of Okinawan
island folk songs; and members of the “Ryukyu Islands
Historical Society” who pursue documentary activities
from their unique perspective. A diverse program is
scheduled, including a symposium on the theme of
Alienation and Crossing Borders: Okinawa - A Cinematic
Topology,” and screenings featuring live performances and
talk shows. In this forest of images, as the “nexus of borders”
that is Okinawa arises, assumptions of a monolingual Japan
begin to waver, and people become mirrors and windows.
A new journey of cinema begins through Okinawa.
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Oriental Ryukyu: Pre-War and Showa Era Perspectives on Okinawa

How was Okinawa viewed and what demands were made of it during the
modernization of Japan? These perspectives become clear through the rare images
that have been left behind. Featuring Yanagi Soetsu and Shikiba Ryuzaburo’s Ryukyu
Arts and Ryukyu Scenes, Scenes from the Okinawa Island and the Surrounding Islands
shot by folklorist Kawamura Tadao and more.
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The Battle of Okinawa: The Final Conflict Between
the U.S. and Japan

Okinawa: the site of the only ground battle on Japanese
soil between Japanese and American troops. Brutal
documentation was captured on film. Screening are
documentary films of the Battle of Okinawa collected
by the One Foot Film Movement, various PR films from
America and Germany, and A Document of the Battle of
Okinawa, Told One Foot at a Time.
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Caught between Different Worlds: When the 27th Parallel Disappears

Okinawa reverted to Japanese administration in 1972. Contradictions were glossed
over in the wake of reunification and the movement to return Okinawa to Japan. A
selection of films that touch on aspects of this “Changing eras,” include Higashi
Yoichi's Those Quiet Japanese; Nakajima Sadao’s Okinawa Yakuza War; Fujita Toshiya’s
The Miracle of Joe, the Petrel; Yoshida Yutaka's The Life of Okinawa Part 1. Indigenous
Island Fauna; Tomimoto Minoru’s When Calling Jahana Noboru and 1975 Okinawa
Summer; Jahana Ken’s The Gushiken Yoko Story and more.
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Okinawan Diaspora: Leaving Okinawa
Okinawa has seen many of its people leave its
shores. The Okinawan diaspora that lived
through modernization and the present era;
light and shadow; longing and the sea. Through
television documentaries Okinawa Uense,
Memories of Betrayal and Leaving Port: Okinawa
as well as Olga Futenma’s novel work HIA SA SA
HAI YA, we trace the footsteps of those who left
Okinawa.

0000000 0000o000000000000000

0000000000000 00000000000000000D0MO0mMO00000
0000000000000 0000M0000000000050000000000000
Ooooo0O0o0DOo

Okinawa: Colonial Landscape

Non-Japanese filmmakers have also turned their attention to the voices and
memories of Okinawa. Featuring Taiwanese filmmaker Wang Tung’s Hill of No Return,
Daniel Mann'’s The Teahouse of August Moon, Chris Marker’s Level 5, and John Huston’s
Let There Be Light.
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Earth Songs and Celestial Fantasies

The language and music of Okinawa, passed down
orally from generation to generation. Tsukishiro Story,
capturing Okinawan theater in color; Ultraman
scriptwriter Kinjo Tetsuo’s The Yoshiya Chiru Story;
photographer Higa Toyomitsu’s NANAMUI; Aoyama
Shinji's latest work Song of Ajima and more. Deities
walk the earth, song fills the air, and fantasies run wild
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The Battle of Okinawa In Relief: A Chronicle of Memories

The Battle of Okinawa gave a glimpse into the structural distortion of modern Japan,
and the complicated relationship between Japan and Okinawa. Shining a searchlight
on “the century of war” are Imai Tadashi’s Monument of Star Lilies; Okamoto Kihachi’s
Turbulent Showa History: Battle of Okinawa; Star Lily War History and A Gap in History: 35
Years Since the Massacre of Okinawans by TV director Moriguchi Katsu who has
continued to focus on Okinawa; Ryukyu Broadcasting Corp. (RBC)'s An Overdue
Decision; and the Ryukyu Islands Historical Society’s War Stories Told in the Okinawan
Dialects.
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Americanization and Japanization

An investigation of 27 years of American occupation. Featuring Ryukyu Awakening, a
promotional film from the days of American administration; Shinjo Taku's OKINAWAN BOYS,;
Sai Yoichi's Via Okinawa; Okinawa: Road to the Homeland which captures the turmoil before
and after Okinawa’s reversion to Japan; As Okinawa Goes, So Goes Japan by Ryukyu Asahi
Broadcasting (QAB); Higashi Yoichi's People of the Okinawa Islands; and Moriguchi Katsu's TV
documentaries including 18 in Okinawa and Breaking Through Hard Ground. Tracing the
historical evolution of dreams and resistance in an Okinawa torn between Japan and the U.S..
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The World of Takamine Go: Blood(chi), Earth(chi), Wisdom(chi), Foolishness(chi), and "chi"
A retrospective of the work of Okinawan cinema’s magical realist, Takamine Go.
Featuring Sashingwa (My dear photograph), Okinawan Dream Show, Okinawan
Chirudai (Special Version), Paradise View, Untamagiru, Kadekaru Rinsho: Songs and
Stories, Tsuru-Henry, and Private Images of the Ryukyus: J.M. A chronicle of the world of
Takamine Go, where documentary and drama intertwine.
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Diffused Reflections of Okinawa

A plethora of films set in Okinawa. From
Chiba Yasuki's wartime film White Mural,
to Kitano Takeshi’s Sonatine, omnibus
film Pineapple Tours, and Gushiken
Tsuyoshi’s Fighting Rabbit, and a Short
Film Collection by new talent from

Okinawa.
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Yamagata Newsreel!
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= Venue: Yamagata Central Public Hall 4F October 11 (Sat) -13 (Mon)
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In 1968 at the height of the movement against the Vietnam War, a film collective was
formed, spearheaded by Jonas Mekas in New York. It was named “Newsreel.” Aiming to
stimulate social change through its images. Newsreel's message spread like wildfire
across the United States, and in its heyday its chapters could be found not only in New
York but also in San Francisco, Los Angeles, Chicago, Boston, Atlanta and elsewhere.
Today, two chapters remain: Third World Newsreel in New York, and California Newsreel
in San Francisco.

This program is comprised of four main themes. “Birth of Newsreel, 1968 focuses on
films made in the early days of Newsreel following its inception, including its first ever
work No Game. This was a collaboration between Japanese director Oe Masanori and one
of Newsreel's main members at the time, Marvin Fishman. Also featured is April 27 from
Jon Jost, one of the founders of Chicago Newsreel whose work will be screened in the
International Competition this year. This is an extremely rare work that even Jost himself
has not seen since it was made. “Women's Newsreel” is a collection of films that gave
impetus to reform within Newsreel, including The Women’s Film made exclusively by the
female staff of San Francisco Newsreel, and Christine Choy’s From Spikes to Spindles. Next,
“Bullet Films” delves into the international solidarity which was the driving
force behind the films made in this period, the partnerships between
collectives from different countries such as Ogawa Productions and their
influence.

And finally, an examination of “Internet Activism.” 2003 saw a huge upswell
of sentiment against war, comparable to that of 1968. In the spring anti-
war demonstrations were carried out all over the world on the same day,
marking an unprecedented level of activity. The involvement in these
events of messages and images, ones that flowed instantaneously between
individuals around the world through the internet cannot be discounted.
Including an investigation of the footage that was broadcast via the
internet, these three stimulating days will explore the limits and potential
of documentary, film, and broadband images in our increasingly troubled
society today - all with the incisive insight that only the YIDFF can provide.

Expected Guests: Christine Choy (filmmaker), Oe Masanori (filmmaker, writer),
1000000 JonJost (filmmaker),Kobayashi Atsushi (Video Act),
000000000 Abé Mark Nornes(film scholar)
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m Venues:Yamagata Central Public Hall (4F,6F), Muse 1, Solaris 3

Works to be screened include DV2, the sequel
to director Frederick Wiseman’s Domestic
Violence, screened at YIDFF 2001; Sound of
Brasil, a road movie delving into the roots of
Brazilian music by Finland’s Mika Kaurisméki;
an uncut version of Number Zero, a recently
discovered and restored documentary by the
late Jean Eustache; and Magino Village - A Tale,
a masterpiece by Ogawa Shinsuke that could
be described as the culmination of his work.
Also, a commemorative screening of two films
by Maeda Katsuhiro, Polluted Japan and Free
Kwangju. Maeda was involved in the
production of not only documentaries but also
numerous original feature films, and
unfortunately passed away in May of this year.
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As well as the many screenings in Okinawa Panorama, several related events are
also planned. Be sure to check them out between movies!
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0 Okinawan Folk Songs Live: Ryukyu Exotica: Oshiro Misako
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“Okinawa’s Billie Holiday” Oshiro Misako sings
sub-tropical soul. The northern autumn will
be invigorated by southern winds, inviting
breezes from the east. Lose yourself in southern
song, and dye your heart in Okinawan colors.

O October 12th (Sun)
[0 Doors open at 7pm.
O Performance starts at 7:30pm.
0 Venue: Yamagata Terrsa
0O Cost: Advance Tickets [ 3,000,
Door Sales 13,500
(film festival tickets do not entitle the holder to entry)

cNomura Keiko

kinawa P
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0 Photo Exhibition: Fruits of the Sun— Okinawan Photographic Rhapsody
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Multiple views of Okinawa, through the lenses of its photographers. The Okinawan
rhapsody playing throughout their work intersects with cinematic visions.
0 On exhibition throughout the film festival
Venues: Yamagata Station Walkway (left of the ticket gates),
Gallery Kyojiraku (Nanoka-machi Ichibangai Shopping Arcade)
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0 Okinawan Goods Fair
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You can see it and hear it in the cinemas, but this is where you can actually taste
Okinawa. The Ryukyus are treasure islands replete with gastronomic culture, and
a rich selection of goods borne of the Okinawan soil will be on display and
available for purchase during the festival.

0 Open throughout the film festival

O Venue: Nanoka-machi Ichibangai Shopping Arcade (scheduled)
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International Compet '
New Asian Currents

Okinawa Panorama ]
Nexus of Borders: Ryukyu Reflections

Yamagata Newsreel!
New Docs Japan
And more
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October 10-16

= Venues: Yamagata Central Public Hall
0000 (AZ Nanoka-machi)
0000 Yamagata Terrsa, Muse, Solaris

0000000 O 0O Festival tickets now on sale!

ooo ooo

Advance tickets Door sales

1000 OneFilm 0800 01,000
3000 ThreeFilms 02,000 02,500
10000 TenFilms 05,000 07,000

00000 Festival Pass 010,000 010,000
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= 00000000000000000000000000000 @ = Presented by: Yamagata Ci Committe

s 000000000000O0O0OO = Supported by: Agency For Cultural Affairs, The Japan Foundation

s 0000000000000 = Special Support: SANYO Electric Co., Ltd.
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00000000000000000000000000OJ YIDFFOrganizing Committee (Yamagata Office ) [}

[990-85400T1 0 0 0 1 0 2-3-250] phone: 023-624-836801 fax1023-624-96181] e-mail:yidffinfo@city.yamagatayamagatajp &% 2000000000
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International Competition
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m Venues: Yamagata Central Public Hall 6F, Yamagata Terrsa, Solaris 3
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Fifteen films have been chosen out of 902 entries from around the world. These films
will be screened during the festival, and are eligible for The Robert and Frances
Flaherty Prize and other awards determined by the International Competition jury.
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Alain Bergala

(France, film critic, director)
Christine Choy

(USA, dir. Who killed Vincent Chin?)
Takamine Go

(Japan, dir. Untamagiru)

Amir Naderi

(Iran, dir.Marathon)

Anand Patwardhan

(India, dir. War and Peace)

000000000 0 Basal Banar— Sacred Ritual of Truth
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0000M000MO00 FRANCE, ITALY, USA / 2002 / Video / 115 mino0 0 0 00000000 Dir: Jon Jost
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Director Jon Jost has opened new realms of possibility for digital video. In this work

depicting a young couple’s love story, he illustrates yet another one of his
achievements.

000000dPurity

00000 ISRAEL/ 2002 / Video/ 63 minoo oo 0 0000000 Dir: Anat Zuria
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The struggles of women in a male-dominated society, and relationships and sex

dictated by religious commandments. The abundantly expressive faces of the women
as they state their frank opinions to the camera are unforgettable.

00000 Raymundo

000000 ARGENTINA/ 2002 / Video/ 127 min

ooo0 0000000000000 00000 Dir:Ernesto Ardito, Virna Molina
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A suspenseful and briskly-paced depiction of the life of Argentinian filmmaker
Raymundo Gleyzer, who was abducted and killed by the Argentinian military
dictatorship in 1976.
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521, the Khmer Rouge Killing Machine
I 0000 FRANCE/ 2002 / Video / 101 mino 000 00000 OO Dir: Rithy Panh

0000000000 PALAWAN-THE PHILIPPINES / 2002 / 16mm / 120 min
ooo0 000000000 Dir: Auraeus Solito
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Experimental filmmaker Auraeus Solito is a descendant of the indigenous people of
the Philippines. He returns to his ancestral land on Palawan Island, and captures the
sacred rituals and daily lives of its people with his camera.

000000000 Flashback

00000 LATVIA/ 2002 / Video / 105 minoooo 0 0 00000 O Dir: Herz Frank
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An autobiographical work from director Herz Frank. Interspersed fragments of his
earlier films, and scenes from Frank’s own heart surgery. A tale of life and death where
the director himself becomes the subject.

0 0 O O O Fuente Alamo— The Caress of Time

0000 SPAIN/ 2001 /35mm/ 72 mino 00000000000 Dir: Pablo Garcia
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An unaffected look at a day in Fuente Alamo, a small village in Spain. Blinding sunlight
pours down. A film that bathes in a warm gaze that cherishes time as it drifts by.
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Former victims and tormentors caught up in the atrocities committed by the Khmer
Rouge are reunited at the site of concentration camp “S21”, and relive the inhumanity
and cruelty of their days here. Pulsating with the emotion felt by the filmmaker
toward his homeland.

00000000 Shepherds’ Journey into the Third Millennium

000 SWITZERLAND / 2002 / 35mm / 124 mno0oo 000000000 OO Dir: Erich Langjahr
00000000000 000000000 000000000000 00000000
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A flock of several hundred sheep. Lambs are born, and everyday is a blur of hand
milking and bread making. The lives of a family of Swiss shepherds, set against the
great backdrop of the Alps.

000000 Stevie

0000 UsA/ 2002/ 3smm/ 145 minoooo 0 0000000000 Dir: Steve James
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During filming, Stevie commits a serious crime and is arrested, tearing his family apart.
Over a five-year period, this film focuses on the turbulent lives of Stevie and his family.

00 0 O Tie Xi Qu: West of Tracks

00 CHINA / 2003 / Video / 545 mind 000 0 Ooooooo o Dirt Wang Bing

00 TAIWAN / 2003 / Video / 148 min0 0000 0 DoooooooooDir: Wu Yii-feng

0000000000D0199909021000000000000000000000O0O
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The long-awaited new work from director Wu Yii-feng. The earthquake that hit Taiwan
on September 21st, 1999. Families who lost loved ones in the disaster. Death and
separation, despair, and the desire to live. A fine work that questions the meaning of
life.
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Hunting Down an Angel or Four Passions of the Soothsayer Poet

000 RUSSIA/ 2002 /35mm /56 minoo 000 000000000 Dir: Andrey Osipov
0000000000D000000000000000000000400000000
191002000 000000000000000D000000O0

Russian poet Andrey Belyi. A novel work where the era in which he lived and the
stories of four women close to him are recreated through the use of footage from the
1910s and 1920s.

000000000 IAGBARI—BrassonFire

000 GERMANY / 2002 / 3smm/ 98 mind 0000 0 000 000000 Dir: Ralf Marschalleck
0000000000000 0DO0000000000000000000000000O D 00O
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Gypsy brass band Fanfare Ciocarlia began in a tiny village in Romania. Their
performing journey is told through richly poetic imagery and music.

JO00OdopoD00O00 OnHitler's Highway

0000 FRANCE/ 2002 / Video/ 81 min 0000000000 00 O Dir: Lech Kowalski
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The oldest highway in Poland. While travelling along this thoroughfare where
Bulgarian prostitutes now ply their trade, Hitler's legacy is dissected from a new
perspective.
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An epic work spread over nine hours. The Tie Xi district, in Shenyang in China’s
northeast, was established during the Japanese occupation and subsequently
transformed into a highly populated industrial area. This now decaying region is
examined in this extraordinary documentary, split into three parts that separately
focus on factories, towns, and railroads.

0 0 O The Way to the West
0000 GREECE/ 2003 / 35mm/ 79 mno00o0 00000000000 Dir: Kyriakos Katzourakis
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The tragedies and harsh reality faced by refugees who have traveled from Africa, Asia,
and elsewhere to Greece are told through one woman's fictional monologue.




